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factory* Too bad/' said Mr. Takahashi as he
sighed deeply. "That's the way it goes" When
asked if he ever reads the letters he finds in pockets,
Mr. Takahashi vehemently denied such unethical
procedure, Even second-hand clothes men must
retain a high standard.
With such a shortage in the supply of old
clothes, Mr, Takahashi's competition with his
rivals is confined mainly to the procuring of saleable
garments. But he leaves his competitors far
behind as his shop is the oldest and pays the best
prices* While he earns 20,000 yen a month, the
others lag with an average of between 2000 and
5000 yen a month.
Dealers in Japanese style clothes are much
more numerous than wholesale second-hand men
who specialize in foreign style garments. Mr,
Takahasfai estimated that there are at least twenty
or thirty of them in Tokyo, many of whom are also
located in Yanagiwara. "The best of them aver-
age only about 10,000 yen a month in income,
though/* said Mr, Takahashi with visible self-
satisfaction. "And they are so dirty. They get
their clothes mainly from rag and trash men who
buy them piece by piece feom poor householders.
The garments are never cleaned before they are
re-sold. Of course there are some wholesalers